Spring 2010 Calendar of Events

April 5to May 5, 2010
Changing the Face of Medicine: Celebrating America’'s Women
Physicianstraveling exhibit.

Thisexhibit wasdeveloped by the Exhibition Program of thethe History of
MedicineDivison of theNationa Library of Medicinein collaborationwith
theAmerican Library Association Public Programs Office. Thetraveling
exhibition has been made possible by the National Library of Medicineand
the National Institutes of Health Office of Research on Women'sHedlth. The
American Medical Women’sAssoci ation provided additional support. Please
look to the next i ssue of House Call for more programming information and
exhibition hourd

April 29, 2010
TheAnnua Friendsof Nursing History Program will feature ColumbusPublic

Health Commissioner Dr. TeresaC. Long, whowill provideadiscussion of the
richhistory of public health nursingin central Ohio. Moredetailswill follow
regarding thisprogram.
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p—— Arthur Giangiacomo James (1912-2001)
OHIO EDICAL | A cancer will eventual ly be wiped out; there’s no doubt about that. | don't
q[,.-:ﬂ'E HERITAGE | know how long it will take...but I am sure the day is coming.”

UMIVERSITY CE}JTER By Geor ger Paul son, MD -- Arthur G James, MD.
Dr. Arthur G Jamesisthe subject of abook authored

by Medical Heritage Center Collections Curator
Kristin Rodgersand Dr. George Paul son, published

Vol. 13, No. 2

In this issue _ :
in 2009. The book was possi blethrough the gener-
ogity of theJamesfamily andtheorganizationd skills
ARSI and devotion of Ms. NormaFlesher, thelong time
: nurse and secretary of Dr. James. The Arthur G
RELIBLL UL James, MD, Collection that Rodgers processedis
Upcoming Everts contained in 165 boxes.and isoneof 70 plusarchi-

val callectionsinthe Medical Heritage Center. The
book thusrests on the shoulders of donors, work of
the MHC staff, and remembrance of Dr. James'
Credit: MHC Arthur G James,  friends. Who was Dr. James and why should he be
MD Collection
remembered?

Dr. Jameswasthethird of ninechildreninanimmigrant Italianfamily wholivedin
southeastern Ohio. He attended OSU after he received the OSU scholarship as
vaedictorian of the St. Clairsvilleclassof 1930. Inmedica school at Ohio Statehe
performed research oniodine metabolism under thedirection of Dr. George Curtis,
chairman of the Department of Experimental Surgery. Jamesaso cameto admire
Dr. Verne Dodd, who was then the chairman of the Department of Surgery. After
graduationin 1937, mixed internship at the University of Chicago, asurgical intern-
ship at Duke, and aresidency in surgery at Ohio State, James began an oncology
fellowship at Memorial Hospital in New York. AsWorld War |1 began hevolun-
teered tojoin the 65th Army Hospital which had beenformed at Duke. At thetime
thewar began, therewas no comparable medica unit from The Ohio State Univer-

sity.

James|ater stated that the 44 months spent serving assurgeon in atent hospital,
and receiving casudties of theAmerican 10thAir Force, was*“ equd to 15 yearsof
surgical practice.” After hewas demobilized, hereturned to completethefellow-
ship at Memoria, and whilethere served with multiple mentors. Among histeach-
erswere Drs. George Pack and James Ewing, thelatter once pictured onthe cover
of themagazine Timeas*Mr. Cancer.”




Jameshad married Mildred Cameron of Columbuswhileinresidency, despiteing stence of administratorsthat any resident
must remain unmarried. A son, David, wasborn while James served overseas, and David and later son Cameron Dodd
James, were delivered by Dr. Charles Pavey, well known to most readers of the House Call. When he returned to
Columbus, James became recognized asthe major cancer surgeon of central Ohio, but it wasatimemany physicians
doubted any need for oncol ogical surgery asasub-speciaty. Jameswasjoined for adecade by Dr. Joseph Bonta, dsoa
product of thefellowship program at Memoria Hospital, and for yearsboth werein private practice, not primarily salaried
employeesof Ohio State. James, reflecting hisearlier research with Curtis, specidized in surgical diseasesof thethyroid,
and soon completely limited himsealf to surgery for cancerous diseases.

James had alocally-publicized disagreement with Dr. George Crile, Jr., of Cleveland over theoptimal surgica approachfor
removal of breast cancer. Jameswasamajor proponent of radical removal of thetumor and surrounding tissues, Crile
usualy settled for less. Therewaslater concern about surgery James performed on prisonersto implant cancer cellsunder
the skin. Thiswork was done before the day of human subjects committees, with the goal to determineif theimmune
system of anormal person would prevent growth of cancer cells. Jamesrolewasjust asthe physician who removed any
lumpsthat appeared at the Site of insertion. Hewas exceptiondly busy, respected highly in Ohio, and activein educational
effortsfor thecommunity and for themedical students.

Because of hisextensive experienceat Memorial, Jamesfelt quaified to perform difficult surgery, including theradical
“commando” procedurein casesof parotid or oral cancer, and hemipelvectomy for pelvic tumors. The commando proce-
dureincluded removal of the mandibleand much of thetongue aspart of radical neck dissection. Hefrequently caled his
mentorsin New York, and aware of aneed for colleagues he soon wished for acancer hospital in central Ohio.

Dr. Charles Doan had been the medical |eader of the Columbus Cancer Clinic and he passed that duty onto James. For the
next three decades James|ed dozens of volunteersat the clinic. Thiswasthe erawhen chemotherapy was becoming
standard, new surgical techniqueswere being devel oped, and oncol ogy was born asaspeciaty within organized medicine.
Themany volunteersat the Clinic helped inthe push for acancer hospital.

James experienced multiplefailed attemptsto get funds or sufficient community support to build the cancer hospitd, a
dream when therewere cancer hospitalsonly at MD Andersonin Texas, Memoria inNew York City, and one at Roswell
Park, inBuffalo, New York. Attemptsby Jamesto link the projected cancer hospital with RiversideMethodist Hospital led
to extensive plans, but no hospital. Requestsfor support from the ColumbusA cademy of Medicineledtorgection, and
amilar effortsto raise enough fundsthrough the Columbus Cancer Clinicfailed. When he approached theadmini stration of
The Ohio State University Medical Center (OSUMC) they began their own independent plansfor a separate cancer

hospitdl.

A crucia event wasthe offer in 1976 from Dr. Larry Carey, chair of the Department of Surgery, to Jamestojointhefull-
timesurgical staff and establish an oncology division. Jameshad worked in multiple community hospitals, and someques-
tioned hisloyalty to OSUMC. No one questioned hisdesireto facilitate the construction of ahospital limited to cancer,
however, nor the concept that if therewas such ahospital it should be dedicated to both patient care and research. They
just doubted it wasneeded or, if it wasto be built, then not necessarily at OSU, and not separate from the main hospital.
Withinayear of hisfull time appointment James had obtai ned the first American Cancer Society Fellowship to support
training. The Oncology Division of the Department of Surgery waslaunched and the effortsfor the cancer hospital snow-
balled.

Therenewed impetusrelated to the fact that James brought more than his share of strengthsto the surgical program at
OSUMC. Hewas president of the American Cancer Society, and its principle spokesperson, and he had testified before
congresson behalf of cancer research and teaching. He wasthe cherished surgeon for many of the successful people of
Columbus, and for their families. He was often quoted in the Columbus Dispatch. Itseditor wasafirm supporter of the
dream of ahospital, and of James personally. James manner contributed to his positiveimage. He was soft spoken,
attentive, dignified, and very conscientious about patient care. Hewould giveatalk to any group that requested it—aways
endingwithapleafor the hospital. In addition, hewasaskillful surgeon and was chosen outstanding teacher by the
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resdents.

Therest of the story isobvious. Despite much resistance, he did get the hospital built and assured that even aspart of the
university it would remain autonomousin many aress. Others, including Deans Crambl et and Tzagournis, wereparticularly
helpful in arranging aDRG exemption, which allowed longer staysthan wastypical in general hospitals. DRG means
Diagnosis-Related Groups, one of the criteriaused to determine how much Medicarewill pay for various procedures. The
cancer hospital qualified onthebasisof itsclear focus, sustained research, and full time staff. Therewere setbacksinthe
movetoward ahospita devoted soldly to cancer, of course, including rupture of awater main on an exceptiondly cold night
and subsequent flooding of the building before opening, an event Jamesreferred to as“the Baptism.” Thereeven remained
residua uncertainty about therelationship withthe general Ohio State University Hospital, and the danceto preserve both
linkage and autonomy has not alwaysbeen graceful.

Jameswaspresident of severd of thesurgica organizationsinvolved with cancer and received many awards. Hemay have
been particularly pleased to get the Horatio Alger award, one that honors a person who succeeds despite apparently
limited prospectsearlier inlife. Hewas nominated for thisby many of hisprominent friendsincluding David Thomas of
Wendy’s, Governor James Rhodes, Dean Jeffersof Nationwide Insurance, congressmen, and other successful citizens.
Jamesawayshad aninterest in research and teaching, and hispublicationswere substantia, but hewill belargely remem-
bered, and remainshonored, for hisleadership in stimulating creation of theArthur G James Cancer Hospital and Richard
J. Solove Research Ingtitute.

Reference: Paulson, G and Rodgers, K. Arthur G James: Surgeon with a Dream. James Property Management, Ltd, LLC,2009.

James Book Available for Sale at the MHC

Thebook, Arthur G James. Surgeon With A Dream by George W. Paulson, MD and Kristin
R. Rodgers, MLIS, isavailablefor salefor $25 through the Medical Heritage Center.

Anorder formisavailable onthe Medica Heritage Center Website at:
http://mhc.med.ohio-state.edu/11500.cfm or contact Kristin Rodgersat (614) 292-9966 or
krigtin.rodgers@osumc.edu for ordering information.

Recent Donations

TheMHC would liketo thank thefollowing donorsfor their generosity:

Material
Daniel M. Clinchet, MD: portrait of Dr. John Stang « Mrs. Karen Lane, RN: nursing cap * Mrs. Barbara\Weaver:
nursing books

Monetary
The Bock Foundation  Dr. John and Mrs. Marjorie Burnham ¢ Dr. Patrick and Mrs. Cherry Crawford ¢ Dr. Garth .

Essg, S.  Dr. Edwinand Mrs. Nancy Hamilton (in memory of Eleanor Dickens) « Dr. Arnold and Mrs. Marilyn
Johnson « Mrs. Penny Lewis (in memory of Dr. CharlesF. Wooley, MD) « Dr. TeresaL ong and Mr. Tom Denunee Dr.
Krzysztof A. Mrozek  Drs. George and Ruth Paulson (in memory of Dr. Herndon P. Harding, MD) ¢ Lynda C. West
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